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FRIENDLY EXPOSTULATIONS 
With one who had embraced the Doctrine of Uni- 
versal Salvation. 
BY ANDREW FULLER. 

My dear friend,—It has afforded me some painful 
concern to heat of your having embraced the scheme 
of Universal Salvation. [hope I may presume upon 
the friendliness of your temper while I expostulate 
with you on the subject. Let me entreat you to 
consider the following things: 

Furst. Whether your change of sentiment has 
not arisen from an idea of endless punishment being 
in itself unjust? If it has, consider whether this does 
not arise from diminutive notions of the evil of sin; 
whether you be not too much infected by sia your- 
self, to be a proper judge of its demerit; (a company 
of criminals would be very improper judges of the 
equity aud goodness of alaw which condemns them ;) 
whether you do not hold a principle, from which it 
will follow, that millions will be finally happy, who 
will not be indebted to either the grace of God, or 
the death of Christ, for their happiness ; and conse- 
quently must have a heaven to themselves, not be- 
ing able to join with those who a->ribe theirs to God 
and the Lamb. For, if endless misery be unjust, 
exemption from it must be the sinner’s right, and 
can never be attributed to mercy; neither could a 
Mediator be needed, to induce a righteous God to 
liberate the sinner, when he had suffered his full 
desert. 

Secondly. Consider, whether the genius of the 
sentiment in question, be not opposite to that of every 


other sentiment in the Bible. The whole tenor of 


the Scripture saith lo the righteous, It shall be well 
with him ; and to the wicked, It shall be ill with 
him: but Universalism saith not only to the right- 
cous, but to the wicked, It shall be well at last with 
him, 

REMARKS. 

The above is the commencement of Fualler’s 
Tract. It is all we purpose to publish, the Tract be- 
ing already answered and refuted by another. In- 
deed, the remainder of this Tract is s:ade up, with 
very little exception, of passages of Scripture, and 
parts of verses, detached from their connexions, and 
ververted. If there is any argument, we have it in 
the extract. 

Of Mr. F.’s first division, we remark, that the 
ulea of endless punishment being just, because Mr. 
F. is of opinion, that those who reject this impious 
absurdity, are not proper judges, is the very essence 
of priesteraft! Now we inform all men, that we 
do not “hold a principle, from which it will follow, 
that millions will be finally happy, who will not be 


indebted to either the grace of God, or the death ot 
Christ, for their happiness,” &c. But we do hold, 
that exemption from endless misery, (and all misery, 
that will not produce the sinner’s greatest good,) is 
the sinner’s right. Farther, that man was never 
exposed to endless misery. That Christ never died 
to save one soul from endless misery ; but to save 
all men “ from their sins.” — And, that “ salvation 
is the gift of God.” Mr. F.’s argument, therefore, 
is puerilg and foolish ! 

Mr. F., in his second division, says, “ The whole 
tenor of the Scriptures saith to the righteous, It shall 
be well with him; and to the wicked, It shall be wl 
with him.” We say so also. Mr. F. should prove 
that the word “ dl,” means endless misery! Then 
find a loophole for himself to creep out. We are 
assured, in the Scriptures, that all shall be taught of 
God, and shall be righteous. If Mr. F. will admit 
that it “ shall be well with the righteous, then our 
doctrine, of the salvation of all men in Christ Jesus, 
their Head and Lord, is established ! 


Religious Tracts, which are now deluging the world 
with absurdity, would be unworthy of any special 
notice, were mankind generally to search the Scrip- 
tures for themselves, and not be led by the nose, by 
men who would move heaven and earth to make 
proselytes to priestcraft, and burrow into the purses, 
and, fiog-tike, into the kneading-tioughs of the peo- 
ple. So long as these methods are resorted to, and 
every means made use of, to deceive mankind, and 
to shun investigation, by avoiding the light of public 
discussion, so long the public mind will groan under 
the slavery of interested priests, who are as much 
like the apostles of the Lord Jesus Christ, as light 
resembles darkness. 

We close with a word to these good gentlemen— 
Please to exhibit our faith as it is, in future, should 
you say any thing about it; no longer accuse us 
falsely, and deceive the public. 

-_ <j . 
TO THE EDITOR OF THB GOSPEL HERALD. 

Sin,—A very popular reverend divine, in this 
neighbourhood, being asked by one of his hearers, 
What is the soul of man? answered, “ It is an in- 
visible thing, without length, breadth, or substance.” 
Which answer was quite satisfactory to the inquirer. 
Now, in my opinion, where there is neither length, 
breadth, nor substance, there can be nothing at all. 

In referring to Job xii. 10, it appears, that every 
living thing has a soul. For my own part, I am in- 
duced to believe that life is the soul, and the actions 
the .pirit. To you, this idea may appear more 





erroneous than the one above stated; however, 1 
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am anxious to gain information on.a subject $0 im- 
portant, and shall feel much obliged if you will fa- 
vour me with your opinion, through the medium of 
the press, in your next publication of the Gospel 
Herald. AN ENGLISHMAN. 

April 17, 1923. 

ANSWER. 

We read, “ The soal that sinneth, it shall die. 
To be carnally minded is death.” If our corres- 
pondent means by life, (which he considers to be 
the soul,)-animal life, then, the soul that sinned 
would die as an animal. Man’s soul possesses a 
body, as an animal. The possessor, and the pessess- 
ed, are two. If a distinction is not made between 
the life and the soul, we must reason falsely, and 
say, The life dies. Blood is the life of the animal. 
What is the life of the soul? Isitlife? What dies 
when man becomes carnally minded? Not the 
animal, but the spiritual man. By spirit, used not 
as a convertible term with the soul, we understand 
the disposition of the mind in man, whether good or 
evil. The actions are the fruit of the spirit, not the 
spirit itself, any more than the effect ts the cause, 
which is an impossibility. According to our ideas 

of things, in. this mode of being, we must conceive 
of the soul as an immaterial existence. Physically 
organized and suited to this mode of being, powers 
of perception and action, greater than we now pos- 
sess, would be superfluous. Gross matter is now the 
medium of communication, which is an impenetra- 
bie veil, and covers the spiritual world, hiding it 
from our view. 

_———- 
ENDLESS PUNISHMENT, 
A DOCTRINE OF PAGAN ORIGIN. 
BY WILLIAM PITT SMITH. 

J. The doctrine of torment, strictly eternal, was 
generally believed in the pagan world, about the 
time of Jesus Christ. 

If. It was inculcated from a principle of policy, 
by philosophers, sceptical even of the soul’s immor- 
tality. 

Ill. It follows, as an easy and obvieus conse- 
quence, from a false principle in pagan theology, 
anciently held; and which, from its universality 
among heathens, would almost appear to be natural, 
to uninstructed reason. 

IV. The fashionable opinions of the pagan world, 
infected, at an early period, the doctrines of the 
Christian church ; certain circumstances of which, 
at the same time, were peculiarly favourable to the 
introduction of this heretical opinion of eternal mis- 

- ery and sin. 

First, then, I am to show you, that the doctrine 
of endless torment, was indeed generally believed 
in the ancient pagan world. But as you seem your- 
self to acknowledge this fact, a few proofs will be 
sufficient to adduce. Lucretius, who died about 
sixty years before the Christian era, observes, “that 
if men could be persuaded of a certain termination 
of misery, they would rid themselves of the terrors 
of priestcraft ; but that eternal punishments after 
death, are truly terrible, and afford them no such 
Opportunity.” 





Ovid, who died about sixteen years before th: 
crucifixion, declares, “ that no last hour shall be to 
the pains, to which the wicked shall be doomed.” 

Seneca, who was put to death by Nero, in the 
year 65, in his Hercules Furens, makes Amphytno 
ask Theseus, if the common opinion is actually true, 
that the guilty are chained in hell to everlasting 
sufferings ? 

These extracts are fully sufficient to discover the 
general sense of antiquity, with respect to this sub- 
ject: if not to show what was the belief of these pa- 
can writers themselves. From the manner in which 
Celsus speaks upon this topic, we may perceive, 
how highly politie the ancients conceived its incul- 
cation. 

But, as my second proposition leads me to re- 
mark, antiquity had her sceptics, among men of su- 
perior genius, literature, and spirit. Sceptical, | 
mean, to the tenets of vulgar opinion; and made so, 
as infidels are made at this day, by its absurdities. 
Caretul, indeed, were many of them, from principles 
of patriotism, to conceal their sentiments ; but yet, 
of the fact, the evidences extant are undeniable. 
Upon examination, howevér, we find, that, so far 
trom improving their theology, they philosophised 
themselves out of that most evident and useful truth, 
with which mankind hath any concern, the immor- 
tality of the soul. They were conducted to this 
destructive conclusion, not onty by mistaking its 
nature, but by mistaking likewise the natare of the 
Deity. Concernimg the latter, having the most ob- 
scure and indeterminate ideas, and being anable to 
abstract or sever anger from his justice, or fondness 
from his benevolence, they concluded, that being 
deveid of all passions, it was impossible he should 
hurt or punish any one. ‘Fhis opinion was held 
very universally: among them, as we are informed 
by Cicero, whether they believed in a providence or 
not. Nay, it even began, at length, to spread among 


the common people, and indaced Lactantius, who 


set up fora defender of Christianity, to compose 
his work, De ira Det;. from which we find that 
the principle of God’s not being upon any occasion 
angry, so generally embraced by philosophers, op- 
posed the reception of tle true religion, and dis- 
credited the doctrine of a future judgment, whici: 
this revealed. And with respect to the human soul, 
they were divided in opinion, whether it was to be 
considered as a quality, or as a substance. Those 
who held the former, among whom were Epicurus, 
Asclepiades, and Galen, were, in natural conclu 
sion, led to believe in ifs total annihilation at death. 
Epictetus says, speaking of death, “ But whether 
do you go? Nowhere to your hurt: You return 
from whence you came, to a friendly consociation 
with your kindred elements. What there was of 
fire in your composition, returns to the element ef 
fire ; earth to earth ; air to air ; and water to water. 
There is neither hell, Acheron, Cocytus, or Pyri- 
phlegithon.”—But the generality held it to be a 
substance, and that it was a discerped part of a 
whole. This whole, they taught, was God; unte 
whom it was again to be resolved. The subject 
they illystrated by the simile of a bottle filled with 








water, swimming in the ocean, of 
which did, on its breaking, flow in and mingle with 
the common mass. Much mischief was done, in 
the early ages of Christianity, from an indiscreet 
opposition to these errors. Thus, in the work of 
Lactantius above-mentioned, he labours to show, 
that there really are in God, reasonable human pas- 
sions ; and to make hima proper subject for them, 
he strongly contends for his having a human form. 
And thus, in the heat of disputation, Tertullian, 
Tatian, and some other of the fathers, ran into 
another extravagance ; holding the opposite extreme 
with respect to the soul ; affirming it to be immate- 
rial, and naturally mortal. This mistake led Dod- 
well into his celebrated metaphysical controversy 
with Dr. Clarke ; well worth the perusal of the in- 
quisitive. But men of better discernment, and more 
sobriety, have never been wanting to the church to 
expose the errors of the combatants. 

Under the second general proposition, I am to 
show you, that the doctrine of endless torment was 
taught by these sceptical philosophers. To do 
which, after what has been said, little pains will be 
necessary. ‘Timeus, a very early Pythagorean, and 
much esteemed by Plato, discoursing upon the 
remedies of moral evil, commends philosophy to 
men of good minds; but for these of an ungovern- 
able and perverse disposition, civil society, he says, 
was invented, which keeps them in awe by the coer- 
tions of law and religion. He therefore applauds 
the Ionic poet for recording all those torments, and 
those endless punishments, that are said to await 
the shades of wicked men. Polybius, whose know- 
ledge of mankind and civil society preferred him to 
the august employment of composing laws for 
Greece, observes, in speaking of the excellence of 
the Roman constitution, that superstition, which 
causes such abuses elsewhere, was the very support 
of Roman affairs. “If, indeed,” says he, “ one 
were to frame a civil policy, only for wise men, it is 
possible this kind of zastitution might not be neces- 
sary. But, since the multitude is ever fickle and 
capricious, full of exorbitant passions, and irrational 
and violent resentments, there is no way left, but by 
the terrors of future punishments, and the pompous 

ircumstances that belong to such kind of fictions. 
On which account the ancients acted, in my opin- 
ion, with great judgment and penetration, when 
they contrived to bring in these notions of the gods, 
and of a future state, into the popular belief.” Stra- 
bo, the great geographer, writes to the game pur- 
pose. “The multitude in society are allured to 
virtue, by the enticing fables of the poets ; so like- 
wise they are restrained from vice, by the terrors, 
which certain dreadful words, and monstrous forms, 
imprint upon their minds. For it is impossible to 
govern women, and the common people, or to keep 
them virtuous by the precepts ef philosophy. Su- 
perstition is necessary ; which is raised and support- 
ed by ancient fictions and modern prodigies.— 
Therefore the fables of the thunder of Jupiter, and 
of the snakes and torches of the furies, with all the 
other apparatus of ancient theology, were the en- 
gines which the legislator employed as bugbears, to 
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in the childish imaginations of the 
The proposition thus well supported, 
fully accounts for this difficult circumstance in anti- 
quity, that the same writer is frequently found to 
maintain opinions, diametrically opposite to each 
other. Because, at one time, they wrote their own 
sceptical sentiments, for the perusal only of the 
learned ; and, at another, from policy, to inculcate 
vulgar superstition. Zeno, we are informed by 
Lactantius, taught abroad a future state of rewards 
and punishments ; and yet it was well known, the 
principle of his school was, that the soul died with 
the body. His follower, Chrysipus, laughs at the 
opposite opinion, as furnishing the most childish of 
That the divine Plato, as he has been 
called, practised the same, as he thought, justifiable 
duplicity, not only appears from some of his own 
writings, but also from various other circumstances. 
Strabo, speaking of the Indian Bramins, says, that 
they have invented fables in the manner of Plato, 
concerning the soul and a future judgment. And 
Arnobius, one of the Christian fathers, probably ig- 
norant of Plato’s patriotic reason for so doing, ac- 
cuses him of contradiction, in holding the principle 
above-mentioned, and yet, at the same time, preach- 
Ing up a future state of reward and punishment, 

I know, the important use to be made of these 
facts, in favour of Christianity, will excuse me to 
you, Amyntor, for being so particular under thjs 
head. For what stronger proof could possibly be 
given, to show the necessity of divine instruction, 
or the utility of the gospel of Jesus Christ, than 
what is hereby displayed. We shall presently have 
to remark upon a particular species of error, into 
which the bulk of mankind seem to be led, by the 
very circumstances of humanity ; and here we have 
seen the sages of antiquity, with whom all the wis- 
dom of the world was supposed to be deposited, 
breaking from the shackles of vulgar absurdity, yet 
involving themselves in clouds, and deviating from 
the paths of truth into falsehood, if not as gross, as 
pernicious to society. It is true that, in modern 
times, many systems of natural religion have been 
published, which, appearing to disclaim the aid of 
revelation, have induced some to question, from 
their excellencies, the necessity of further light. 
But if we inquire, why these imaginary productions 
of reason so far exceed the real ones, published by 
the learned and ingenious of Greece, this plausible 
pretence falls to the ground: since it can only be, 
because modern system writers are indebted to a 
light, they either do not perceive themselves, or are 
proudly unwiiling to acknowledge. From the his- 
tory of man, with respect to religious sentiment, 
and from an impartial review of the above-mention- 
ed circumstances, it appears, that although reason is 
sufficiently capable to perceive and judge of theo- 
logical truth, and of the necessity of its deductions, 
when once proposed, it is not, in general, strong 
enough to discover it, and deduce therefrom the 
justest conclusiens. The true principles of religion, 
as taught by divine revelation, are so evident, that 
we are apt to imagine them among our first and 
clearest ideas: but an honest inquiry into the cir- 


strike a terror 
multitude.” 
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cumstances uf antiquity, or of the most cultivated 
heathen nations, will convince any candid mind of 
An ingenious writer illustrates this 
A summary 


the mistake, 
subject by the following curious fact. 
of the atomic philosophy is given us by Plato in his 
Theetetus. When this, at the revival of learning, 
came to be studied, its sense eluded the scrutiny of 
the most learned men in Europe, and was found 
altogether unintelligible. But as soon as Des Cartes 
had revived that philosophy, by excogitating its 
principles anew, the mist removed ; the celebrated 
Cudworth demonstrating that Plato, many ages be- 
fore, had given exact outlines of that admirable phy- 
siology. It was once falsely supposed that Des 
Cartes had borrowed his ideas from this source : 
when, had it not been for his originality of thought, 
this passage had remained in lasting obscurity. 
* Just so,” says he, “ it was with respect to human 
knowledge : had not revelation discovered the true 
principles of religion, they had without doubt con- 
tinued eternally unknown: yet, on discovery, they 
appeared so consonant to that knowledge, that men 
were apt to mistake them for the product of it.” 
(To be continued.) 
— — 
EXCOMMUNICATION 
Of Mrs. Maria Townsend, from the Communion 
of the Brick Presbyterian Church in Beekman- 
street, New-York, for Perseve ring Disbelief of 
the Doctrine of the Eve rlasting Punishment of 
the Wicked: Or, rather, for Believing, with Paul, 
that God is the Saviour of All men, (as well as) 
specially of those that Believe. Read, 13th April 
1323, before the Society of United Christian 
“riends worshipping in Duane-strect, New- 

York, by Edward Mitchell. 

Before reading the following documents, we beg 
teave to exonerate Mrs. Maria ‘Townsend from hav- 
ing in any way desired or expressed any wish that 
they should be made public in this place. 

It was the act of your speaker, and he takes the 
whole responsibility on himself. 

While he does this, he will however state, that al- 
though Mrs. Townsend is the relative and friend of 
a yery respectable female member of this church, 
and lived ong year the next door neighbour to your 
speaker, during the time this case was pending be- 
fore the Session, he observed a scrupulous delicacy 
not to interfere m the matter. It is true she once 
invited your speaker to an interview, and stated her 
difficulties on the subject of the final happiness of 
all men. Was she to blame for this? She had 
stated to her own minister, in an interview she had 
with him, her difficulties on the subject of endless 
misery ; and, above ail, she had gone to the Foun- 
tain of truth, the Sacred Oracles of God. She 
has weighed the contending sentiments in the bal- 
ance of the sanctuary, and the result is, that the ter- 
rible doctrine of endless misery is found wanting. 

We will now read the documents. 

/Vew- York, January 31, 1822. 
REV. DR. SPRING, 
Str—Some time has elapsed since our last meet- 





ing, which took place at your house, upon the sub- 


ject of my differing in faith upon some points of 
doctrine from the church of which I had long been 
a member. Since that period, I have searched 
the Scriptures with prayerful attention, I hope with 
an eye single to the glory of God, and think I fee} 
rather convinced of the truth than fallacy of the 
doctrine I at that time advocated. I am well aware 
that as I am not allied by faith, it is not proper for 
me to remain longer a member of the church ovey 
which vou preside; and if consistent, would solicit 
a dismission, rather than submit to a public trial, 
(which I am informed is expected to take place) and 
hope my name may be withdrawn, without giving 
offence, in love. 

Although we now differ in some points, we are 
assured the time is coming, when all shall be taught 
of God, whom to know is life eternal; when that 
glorious period arrives, we shall all confess One 
Lord, One Faith, One Baptism, One God and Fa- 
ther of all. My mind has at times been painfully 
exercised on the reflection of being denied fellow- 
ship, and communion with the church, at a tim 
when my heart was more than ever filled with lov. 
and gratitude to my Creator, for the manifestation 
of his love to man, and anticipated much pleasure 
in commemorating that love, which led the Fathe: 
to send his Son to be the Saviour of the world. 

Although I was not personally acquainted with 
any of the members, still I felt an attachment for 
them as Brethren; but in the midst of these trials, 
the Lord has graciously supported me. On open- 
ing his Word of Truth, he has enabled me to feed 
by faith upon the bread of life; he has pointed me 
to the Lamb of God, that taketh away the sin of the 
world; on him I cast my care, for I know that ly 
eareth for me. I lately heard you preach a sermon 
on the atonement, the most of which was truly con- 
Your reasoning and proofs upon its extent 
and fulness, were unanswerable; but when you en- 
deavoured to show its limited application, I could 
not reconcile it with many scripture declarations— 
such as, “ He is the propitiation for our sins, and not 
for ours only, but for the sins of the whole world. 
Therefore we both labour and suffer reproach, be- 
cause we trust in the living God, who is the Saviour 
of all men, (as well as) specially of them that believe. 
For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God 
our Saviour, who will have all men to be saved, and 
to come to the knowledge of the truth. For there 
is one God, and one Mediator between God and 
men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself e 
ransom for all, to be testified in due time. For the 
earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the 
manifestation of the sons of God. For the creature 
was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by 
reason of him who hath subjected the same in hope: 
because the creature itself also shall be delivered 
from the bondage of corruption, into the glorious 
liberty of the children of God. For we know that 
the whole creation groaneth (or every creature) 
and travaileth in pain together until now; and not 
only they, but ourselves also, which have the first- 
fruits of the Spirit, (believers) even we ourselves, 


soling. 
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sroan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to 
ail the redemption of our body.” 

These, and many other declarations, I think, go 
far to show, that the atonement will prove effica- 
cious to all for whom it was intended ; and that the 
purpose for which the Saviour came, will be ac- 
complished. He says, “I came not to judge the 
world, but to save the world.” That he came to 
«seek and to save that which was lost ;” and. that he 
finished the work his Father gave him todo. The 
apostle tells us, that “while we were enemies, we 
were reconciledgto God by the death of his Son, 
much more being reconciled, we shall be saved by 
That “there is no other name given un- 
ier Heaven, whereby we must be saved, but the 


name of Jesus. Thou shalt call his name Jesus, 
, 


e. 9 
his life. 


because he shall save his people from their sins.’ 
Are we not all his people by creation and redemp- 
tion ? (though not by faith.) “ My people shall be 
willing in the day of my power. Thou hast given 
him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal 
life to as many as thou hast given him. The hea- 
then thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of 
the earth thy possession.” ‘The Psalmist, when ex- 
horting all the earth to praise the Lord, says, “ We 
are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. He is 
good to all, and his tender mercies are over all his 
works.” Paul declares, “ We are also his offspring.” 
The apostle tells us, that “ by the offence of one, 
judgment came upon all men unto condemnation ; 
even so by the righteousness of one, the free gift 
came wpon all men unto justification of life. As in 
Adam all die, even so, in Christ shall all be made 
live.” It appears from these passages, that the 
tree gift is as extensive as the offenée. We read, 
“The grace of God which bringeth salvation to all 
men hath appeared, (but not yet to all men) teach- 
ing us, that denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, 
we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in this 
present world.” 

The question naturally arises, Why are some 
brought to a knowledge of the truth, whilst others 
are left to their own blindness, and hardness of 
heart? Our Saviour was asked by his disciples, 
why he taught in parables; he replied, “ Unto you 
tis given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of 
Heaven, but to them it is not,” &c.—“ Even so Fa- 
ther, for so it seemeth good in thy sight,” &c.—As 
it is written, Behold, I lay in Sion a stumbling 
stone and rock of offence,” &c. But, “ have they 
stumbled that they should fall? God forbid.” (I 
hink Romans xi. throws great light on the sub- 
yeet.) “For God hath concluded them all in un- 
belief, that he might have merey on all.” Well 
might the apostle break out in this rapturous ex- 
lamation, “ O! the depth of the riches both of the 
wisdom and knowledge of God; how unsearchable 
his judgments, and his ways past finding out!” 
Under these considerations he says, “I beseech 
‘ou, therefore, by the mercies of God, that ye present 
Your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to 
God, which is your reasonable service.” The apos- 
tle to the Ephesians says, “ Having made known 


unto us the mystery of his will, according to his 





good pleasure, which he hath purposed im himself; 
that in the dispensation of the fulness of times, he 
might gather together in one, all things in Christ, 
both which are in heaven, and which are on earth, 
even in him ; in whom also we have obtained an in- 
heritance, being predestinated according to the pur- 
pose of him who worketh all things after the coun- 
sel of his own will; that we should be to the praise 
of his glory, who first trusted in Christ; in whom 
ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, 
the gospel of your salvation ; in whom also, after 
that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy spirit 
of promise, which is the earnest of our inheritance, 
until the redemption of the purchased possession, 
unto the praise of his glory.” 

It appears that the mystery of God’s will, is, that 
he might gather together in one all things in 
Christ, &c. He says, “ After that ve heard the 
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, ye be 
lieved.” The gospel of their salvation, was a truth 
as much before, as after they believed it ; otherwise, 
faith creates the object of our belief. The record 
that God has given of his Son, is, that in him “ we 
have eternal life ;” (this is a truth,) if we believe it 
not, we make God a liar. 1 John vy. 11. So long as 
we disbelieve this truth, we are ina state of con- 
demnation ; beimg ignorant of the things that make 
for our peace, and strangers from the covenants 
of promise, having no hope, and without God in the 
world ; and we suffer the misery consequent upon 
unbelief. . “If vet he abideth 
faithful.” What if some did not believe ¢ shall their 
unbelief make the faith of God without effect ? God 
forbid, vea, let God be true, but every nan a liar :— 
no man can say that Jesus is Lord, but by the Holy 
Ghost :—when the Spirit takes of the things of Je- 


we believe not, 


sus, and shows them unto us, wé shall believe his 
We cannot love-the character of God 
until we know him. “ He who loveth not, knoweth 
not God, for Gop 1s Love. 


testimony. 


Herein is love, not 
that we loved God, but that he loved us. There is 
no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear, 
because fear hath torment. We love hii because 
he first loved us.” Thus it appearstome. We 
read, “ Thou hast put all things in subjection under 
his feet. But now, we see not all things yet put un- 
der him; but we see Jesus, who was made a little 
lower than the angels, for the suffering of death 
crowned with glory and honour, that he. by the grace 
of God should taste death for every man. For as 
much then as the children are partakers of flesh 
and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the 
same ; that through death he might destroy him that 
had the power of death, that is, the devil ; and de- 
liver them who through fear of death were all their 
life-time subject to bondage.” It appears, those 
spoken of as being all their life-time subject to 
bondage through fear of death, were unbelievers ; 
yet Christ came to deliver them. 

I am taught that, “ by the deeds of the law shall 
no flesh be justified.” That “ had there been a law 
which could have given life, verily righteousness 
should have been by the law. We are saved by grace 


through faith, and that not of ourselves, it is the gift 
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of God. Not of works, lest any man should boast.” 
That “ Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of 
the law, being made a curse for us.” When we all 
like sheep had gone astray, the “Lord laid upon 
him the iniquity of us all. ‘That he suffered, the just 
for the unjust. His soul was made an offering for 
sin. He was delivered for our offences, and was 
raised again for our justification.” Therefore, “ be- 
ing now justified by his blood, we shall be saved 
from wrath through him.” (The knowledge of these 
facts give us peace ; or by faith we have peace with 
God, through our Lord Jesus Christ.) If I know 
my own heart, upon this foundation rests my hope,— 
the sufferings, death, and resurrection of the Re- 
deemer. “Even the righteousness of God, which 
is by faith of Jesus Christ, unto all, and upon all 
them that believe ; for there is no difference ; for all 
have sinned and come short of the glory of God ; 
being justified freely by his grace, through the re- 
demption that is in Christ Jesus: whom God hath 
set forth, to be a propitiation, through faith in his 
blood, to declare his righteousness, for the remission 
of sins that are past, through the forbearance of 
God ; that he might be just, and the justifier of him 
that believeth in Jesus. Where is boasting then? 
What God hath cleansed, call not thou common,” or 
unclean. Under a realizing sense of these truths, 


I am constrained to say, with Peter, “ For as much 
then as God hath given unto them (the world,) the 
like gifts as he has unto us who believe on the Lord, 
what am I, that I should withstand God ? Who hath 


made me to differ from those that see not the things 
that make for their peace ?” 

I know not that it is necessary to say more. 
What I have written appears to me to be truth. 
When I hear the restitution of all things spoken of 
by all God’s holy prophets, (Acts iii. 21.) and the 
declaration of Jehovah to Abraham, saying, “ In 
thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be bless- 
ed ;” and again, “I have sworn by myself, the 
word is gone out of my mouth, righteousness, and 
shall not return, that unto me every knee shall bow, 
every tongue shall swear, surely shall say, In the 
Lord have [ righteousness and strength, to him 
shall come,” &e.; Iam fully persuaded he i# able 
to perform what he has promised, and that he will 
do all his pleasure. We are told, “ The last enemy 
shall be destroyed, Death. So when this corrupti- 
ble shall have put on incorruption, and this mor- 
tal shall have put-on immortality, then shall be 
brought to pass the saying, Death is swallowed up 
in victory. The Lord God will wipe away tears 
from off all faces. O death, where is thy sting ? 
O grave, where is thy victory ? The sting of death 
is sin, but thanks be to God who giveth us the vic- 
tory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

How can J reconcile these consoling declarations 
with the doctrine of endless misery! If these sen- 
timents be erroneous, my understanding must be 
convinced before I can renounce them. I have 
endeavoured to give a reason of the hope that is in 
me, I trust, with meekness and fear. M. T. 

P. S. Since writing the above, I have received a 
citation to appear before the Session on Monday, 





the 11th inst. which I decline doing, as I have writ- 
ten all I have to say, presuming this will be laid 
before the Session. 
(To be continued.) 
—>_ 
YOUNG'S LETTERS. 
Universalism & Calvinism Contrasted. 
LETTER VI. 
TO A FRIEND. 
(Concluded from page 395.) 

The Universalists affirm, that it’s incompatible 
with the divine love, infinite justice and mercy of 
the Deity, to create human beings, knowing that 
the condition into which he brought them, would be 
as much worse than that in which they were, as a 
state of eternal, never-ending misery, under the 
infinite displeasure of an offended God, is worse 
than a state of non-existence, in which condition 
they could neither offend the Deity, nor suffer any 
inconvenience whatever. 

They, therefore, believe that the Deity created 
the whole human race, with a positive determination 
to make the condition into which he brought them, 
vastly preferable to a state of non-existence: and 
that it would be an unprovoked act of cruelty to 
make it worse, because the materials of which the 
future being was to consist, could not offend him, 
before it existed as a moral accountable agent, ca- 
pabie of distinguishing between good and evil, 
with a free will to choose, and a power of action to 
do either good or evil, agreeable to the free choice 
of the will. If, therefore, the Deity foreknew, that 
any being which he might create, would, by making 
an improper use of its free agency, become eter- 
nally and irrecoverably miserable, he certainly 
never would force it into existence, which would be 
a severe unmerited punishment inflicted, prior to 
the possibility of offence or transgression on the 
part of the being punished. 

To say, that the infinitely gracious and merciful 
Deity’s foreknowledge, that a certain individual 
non-entity, would, if created, make an improper use 
of its free agency, and become an incorrigible sin- 
ner, had provoked him to drag it into existence, to 
punish it eternally, not for any evil it had done ; but 
for what he foreknew it would do, is charging him 
with making an extremely cruel and improper use 
of his own free agency; not only to do evil, that 
good might come, but doing evil of the most bar- 
barous kind, for the sake of evil, from which no 
good could possibly result—which is impossible. 

This is not only charging God foolishly, but 
wickedly, Ifthe devil is not extremely ungrateful 
indeed, he must have precious rewards in store, for 
those who use every possible means in their power, 
to persuade people that the Deity is the greatest 
tyrant of the two. But the God of justice, love, 
and mercy, knowing what pains would be taken to 
traduce his moral character, directed the prophet 
Ezekiel to record the following oath, to wit, “ Asl 
live, saith the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the 
death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from 
his way, and live.” If we believe what the Deity 
has sworn in this case, we must disbelieve that he 
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has ever created one soul, knowing that it would 
be so obstinately and perseveringly wicked, that 
infinite wisdom, goodness, and almighty power, 
could not reform and reclaim it. If it be said that 
the Deity could not save it, consistently with the 
plan he had chosen, I answer, that the plan could 
not have been the production of infinite wisdom, 
which prevented the Deity from accomplishing his 
viiginal design, which must have been to make 
every being which he created, eventually happy. 

To affirm that an human being, in a state of ex- 
treme, eternal, never-ending misery, is as happy as 
the Deity intended or designed he should ever be, 
at the time he created him, is blasphemy. If God 
intended that all the souls which he created, should 
be eventually happy, and gave them existence, asa 
positive blessing, and not as a curse; and notwith- 
standing many millions are supposed to resist the 
benevolent designs of the Deity, afd baffle all the 
means that could be employed by the Deity, for 
their conversion, the question naturally recurs ; 
How can it be possible, that finite folly, weakness, 
and wickedness, should eternally overpower, baffle, 
frustrate and defeat the designs and operations of 
the divine love, infinite wisdom, goodness and 
almighty power? But the Calvinists, to justify the 
measure of inflicting an infinite, eternal, never-end- 
ing punishment, for temporary crimes, committed, 
in time, by finite beings, have laboured to persuade 
us, that every sin is an infinite evil, because it is 
committed against an infinite being; thence it 
follows, that if one sin be an infinite evil, two sins 
are doubly infinite, and three, trebly infinite, which, 
at best, is egregious nonsense, as infinite admits of 
no addition ; and therefore, if any one sin be an infi- 
nite evil, it destroys all degrees of comparison be- 
tween crimes, and renders the boy, who takes an 
apple out of his neighbour’s orchard, as criminal as 
the Jews who murdered the Saviour of the world. 
As there can be no difference, in degree, between 
things that are infinite, it is therefore demonstrably 
evident, that no being, who is not possessed of infi- 
nite power, can do or perform any infinite action, 
either good or bad; therefore, the plea, in justifica- 
tion of inflicting infinite punishments on human 
beings, to satisfy divine justice, for the commission 
of crimes, supposed to be infinite, must fall to the 
ground. A person would naturally conclude, on 
being told that sinners were to be punished in hell, 
to satisfy divine justice, that there might be a time, 
at some future period, when justice might be satis- 
fied, and the sinners released; but they tell us, that 
justice is vindictive, that is, so revengeful, malicious 
and spiteful, that it can never be satisfied, and 
therefore, in this undertaking, as in all the rest, the 
means are stili inadequate to the end ; and although 
good might have been intended, the final conse- 
quence is always evil. Yet the Calvinists tell us, it 
is by this incoherent system of their own fabrication, 
that the Deity is to display the glory of his divine 
attributes to all intelligent beings. 

The chief objection which the Calvinists oppose 
to the doctrine of the Universal Restoration, is, that 
thas a tendency to make people remiss in making 





their calling and election sure, in this life, in which 
case, they may be eternally miserable hereafter, 
Owing to their own neglect; but how inconsistent 
this objection is, with the doctrine of election and 
reprobation, any person of common understanging 
may very easily perceive. For a Calvinist to ad- 
monish a reprobate, to work out his own salvation, 
with fear aad trembling, to make his calling and 
election sure, and to make his peace with God, who 
had consigned him to endless perdition, by an un- 
changeable decree, many ages prior to his existence, 
is, of all things, the most absurd. But others being 
shocked at the horrid imputation, that God should 
create human beings, having consigned them to 
eternal punishment, by an unalterable decree, prior 
to a possibility of their having offended him, deny 
that he decreed their eternal misery ; but still affirm 
that the Deity infallibly knew that they would be 
so, to the endless ages of eternity. Whatever God 
infallibly foreknew, must as certainly come to pass, 
as if he had decreed it. So that this miserable shift 
will neither vindicate the character of the Deity 
from being guilty of an unprovoked act of cruelty, 
in creating beings, who had never offended him, 
infallibly knowing that they would be eternally 
miserable ; neither does it alter the fate of the poor 
unhappy creature. 

For if God infallibly knew, that any individual 
would be eternally miserable, it is clearly impossi- 
ble that he should escape, and the conclusion from 
these premises must be, that the Deity has dragged 
him into existence, before he had offended, on pur- 
pose that he should be eternally damned; for it is 
absurd to suppose, that God would seriously use 
any means to save a being whom he infallibly knew 
would be eternally miserable. So that the unhappy 
creature is supposed to be deserted by the God that 
made him, and abandoned to the entire conduct of 
the devil. Therefore, if we admit that the Deity is 


either just or merciful, we must, in consequence, 
disbelieve that he ever either decreed or foreknew, 
that any soul which he created, would be misera- 
ble to the endless ages of eternity, and believe that 
he has benevolence, wisdom, and power sufficient 
to save them all,.otherwise he never would have 


created them. “The Father loveth the Son, and 
hath given all things into his hand. All that the 
Father giveth me, shall come to me, and him that 
cometh to me, I will in no wise cast out. And this 
is the Fathfer’s will, who hath sent me, that of all! 
which he hath given me, I should lose nothing, 
but should raise it up at the last day.” 

If the Father hath given all things into the hands 
of the Son, and all which the Father hath given him 
shall come to him, then all must come; and he 
declares he will in no wise cast them out. 

“And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will 
draw all men unto me.” Christ has been lifted up 
from the earth, first on the cross, and then to hea- 
ven; and as I repose entire confidence in what 
Christ has promised in such plain terms, I sincerely 
believe that he will draw all men unto him, even 
those who have made it the business of their lives 
to traduce his moral character; for if he forgave 
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the Jews who murdered him, he will doubtless pray 


for his defamers, saying, “ Father, forgive them, for 
they know not what they do. And so all Israel 
shall be saved; as it is written, there shall come out 
of Zion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungod- 
liness from Jacob.” 
‘ T remain with the most sincere esteem, 
Your Friend, &c. 
—>-- 
TRAVELS IN MOROCCO. 

Passing through a large forest, we came to a small 
lake on our right and, at sunset, approached the 
walls of Laresch. Uaving heard that some Spanish 
friars resided there, I inquired for them, and was 
soon conducted to their dwelling, a very good house 
of European construction. The principal friar came 
out to meet me; and, after I had given a short ac- 
count of myself in Spanish, said he would lodge me 
for charity’s sake; and then conducted me into a 
tolerably wel! furnished room; and, as he had lived 
in Mogadore, asked me many questions concerning 
that city, and his old acquaintances there, some of 
whom I happened to know. He treated me with some 
wine, which he said was of hisown manufacture ; it 
was none of the best, however, and at ten o’clock 
at night, an excellent supper of fowls and sallads, 
dressed in the Spanish style, was served up. This 
Padre, whose name is Juan Tinaones, told me that 
he had lived in Barbary for ten years, four of which 
he had spent at Mogadore, three at Rabat, and 
three here, secluded from the civilized world; that 
the court of Spain allowed a large premium to those 
Padres, or Fathers, of good character, to be approv- 
ed of by the Archbishop, who are willing to spend 
ten years in Barbary as missionaries, and a stipend 
of three thousand dollars a year, for the remainder 
of their lives. I asked him of what use he could be in 
Barbary to the cause of Christianity, since he dare 
not even attempt to convert a Moor or an Arab, or 
mention the name of the Saviour, as one of the God- 
head, to either, or even toa Jew? “ None at all,” 
said he, “but still we bear the name of Missionaries, 
at home, to convert the heathen; our allowance of 
money is ample; we live well, as you see, (he was 
indeed fat and in fine order) laugh at the folly of 
our countrymen, and enjoy the present as well as we 
ean.” (The circumstance of there being two young 
and pretty Jewesses in the house, and plenty of good 
cheer, did not tend, in any great degree, to discredit 
his representation.) “ When this ten years expire,” 
continued this pious Padre, “we get leave to return 
to our own country, where we are received as pat- 
terns of piety, that have rendered vast services to the 
Christian world; every respectable house is open to 
receive us; our company is much sought after; our 
vearly salary of three thousand dollars affords us 
many gratifications; and, for these ten years spent 
in such privations and severe gospel labours, we are 
allowed absolution for the remainder of our lives, 
which you will readily believe, we try to make as 
comfortable as possible.” Padie (i. e. father) Ti- 
naones wanted to know if [ was a Catholic? To 
this l answered in the negative. He said it was a 
pity; and that, unless I came within the pale of the 





church, he feared my precious soul would be fo: 
ever miserable. 
Riley's Narrative 
—>— 


‘ 
Se igen 
“THEY SAY, AND DO NOT.” 

A famous Doctor of Divinity in this city, whos 
salary and perquisites amount to the round sum 9} 
Four Thousand Dollars per annum, recently, in 4 
missionary meeting, exhorted the people to give 1 
Bible Societies ; stating, as a fact, that 18,000 per 
sons, in the western states, were destitute of Bibles 
Very good, reverend Sir, and well calculated to op. 
erate on sincere and honest men, who act fiom prin 
ciple,—but, alas! for poor human nature, dignified 
with titles, and bung round with diplomas ; you, 
Sir, while your exhortation to “ give,” was efler. 
vescing in the minds of others, refused to pay th: 
paliry sum of six dollars, due from you to a Bibl: 
Society!!! ! 

—=—- 
From the (Boston) Universalist Magazine. 

Br. Ballou—A Mrs. Saran Frencu, wife o 
Mr. Amos French, of your society, who was ; 
native of this town, and was down here at he: 
mother’s, for her health, died here on the 25th o! 
last mouth, aged 51 years, of consumption. Mrs 
French went to Boston to live when young, and hear! 
the doctrine of Universal Grace and Salvation firs: 
from Br. Mitchell, and after him attended the min- 
istry of Br. Dean. After her marriage, she attend 
your ministry with her husband. Her sickness wa: 
long and painful. When I first saw her, about thre 
months ago, she was in the last stage of consum; 
tion, but perfectly sensible, full of faith, as calm 
a morning without clouds, without any doubt ; with 
out any fear; and without a murmur—waiting fv 
her emancipation and possession of the celestia 
state! Death was no terror to her. Her friends and 
neighbours beheld her with wonder. So she con 
tinued to the last. So her “ Universalism” did to 
die by, as well as live by; yea, she felt more than 
conqueror in death! If you please, take notice of lie. 
exit, in any form you please, in the Universalis 
Magazine. Your brother in all affection. 

T. JONES 

Gloucester, March 8, 1823. 

. i 

{> The Documents containing the account of the I 
communication of Mrs. ‘T. commenced in this Number, w« 
first published in a pamphlet by the Trustees of the Duan 
street Church. We republish them for the benefit of 0 
distant subscribers; presuming our readers in the city © 
have no objection to extending tha knowledge of this int 
esting occurrence to our distant friends. 

—— 

«*» The Editor of this Paper has removed to No. 2 

Grand-street, one door east of Forsyth-street. 


——_—— 
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